MINUTES FOR THE TOWN OF SPRING GROVE
October 14, 2025
HELD AT QUAKER HILL CONFERENCE CENTER AT 7:00PM.

Board members present included Doug Brenneke, Annemarie Chasteen, Lisa VanDevender and Robert Erbse. Absent was
Zane Carrell.

Also present were attorney AJ Sickmann, Planning Commissioner Jeff Holthouse, and Clerk-Treasurer Jenney Holthouse.

Minutes from the September meeting were presented. Ms. Chasteen moved to approve; Ms. VanDevender seconded. All
in favor.

Mr. Sickmann reported regarding the EDIT contribution agreement; it has not been taken out of September or October
remittances from the county. The Wayne County auditor decided to begin the contribution January of 2026. Collections
will not be taken in arrears. Mr. Sickmann also reported correspondence received from A-Plus Signs requesting
permission for a 15.29 sq ft sign for Richmond Endodontics, not illuminated, mounted on building. Mr. Sickmann will
check the request against Spring Grove’s signage ordinances.

Ms. Holthouse presented September financials.

The 2026 budget was presented for adoption. The budget for 2026 totals $168,129. Ms. Chasteen moved to approve the
budget as presented at the public hearing in September; Ms. VanDevender seconded. All in favor.

An additional appropriations request was presented for approval, for $21,000 into the Motor Vehicles Fund. The notice
was published September 24, 2025. Ms. Chasteen moved to approve the additional appropriations; Ms. VanDevender
seconded. All in favor.

Ms. Holthouse reported that Wayne County has moved into the second round of awarding opioid settlement grants. Ms.
Holthouse advises that Spring Grove has a total of $707.81 in opioid settlement restricted funds that must be spent in
approved ways. She will send information to board members regarding the process used by Wayne County, as well as a
request for consideration she received from a local organization. Mr. Holthouse suggested that the board may look at
various organizations (such as Bridges for Life and the Link) that work within the recovery field and consider granting the
entire restricted fund to that organization.

Mr. Holthouse reported that the striping along Waterfall Road was completed and that the cost of that indicates that the
cooperation with the County Highway Department is a relationship that is greatly appreciated and that should be
continued. He also reported that Rinehart’s is still planning for the Waterfall Road annual cut-back of overgrowth but
that due to staffing issues, it has been somewhat delayed.

The proposed 2026 fire contract with the city of Richmond was discussed. The offered contract ($78,589) is a 26%
increase over 2025’s contract. The board would like to see how the increase was determined and to know if the exempt
property owners were taken into account. Mr. Holthouse suggested that an increase could possibly be negotiated that is
closer to the federal government’s inflation rate, around 5.5%. Mr. Brenneke agreed. Another option discussed was the
“nuclear option” of non-renewal. Ms. Holthouse indicated that in past years, a spreadsheet showing the calculation for
the contract amount was provided to her, but that was not received this year. Ms. Chasteen will follow up on her prior-
year information regarding exempt vs. non-exempt property values; Mr. Sickmann will follow up with city representatives
regarding the possibility of negotiations. Further discussion of the fire contract was tabled until November.

Ms. Holthouse reported that the former storage unit, last paid for in August 2020, was determined to have been
disposed of. She will move forward with obtaining a new storage unit.

Mr. Erbse reported a tree fell on the road up to the Heights and took out two streetlights. He has done some preliminary
clean-up and has contacted RP&L for repairs. Mr. Holthouse will check out the situation to see if further clean-up is
required. Ms. VanDevender reported that the water company has left road issues in the Heights; it was decided to give
them a bit more time to allow the areas to settle before following up.



With no further business, Ms. Chasteen moved to adjourn, Ms. VanDevender seconded. All in favor. Meeting was
adﬁjourned at7:28 pm.
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